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Preface 

 
The current report has been developed within the frame of ProDes project which supports 
the market development of Renewable Energy Desalination in Southern Europe. ProDes 
supports the use of renewable energy in remote areas where the electricity grid cannot 
accommodate high penetration of intermittent energy sources and focuses in Southern 
Europe where desalination is an increasingly important energy demand factor. The project is 
co-financed by European Commission through the Intelligent Energy Europe program. 

More information about the project, its partners and the results is available on the website: 
www.prodes-project.org. 

This report has been prepared by Capital Connect Consultants Ltd in cooperation with the 
project coordinator WIP and delves into issues regarding the financing of RE-desalination 
projects (Task 5.2). More specifically, the scope of this paper is to define the financing 
requirements that are set out by the technology developers and describe the potential 
investors’ financing philosophy. There is an effort to build bridges and bring the two sides 
closer, facilitating the adequate financing of RE-desalination projects and product 
development. As a main tool to achieve that, the final section of the report includes a 
detailed step-by-step guide for a business plan that will steer developers to the appropriate 
direction as regards the fitting fund-raising techniques.  

In order to ascertain the nature and size of funds required for the development of the RE-
desalination products and projects and gain the market share they are targeting, a survey 
was conducted by WIP targeting various developers of such products in the EU (Task 5.1). 
In addition to the above, the survey aimed to derive the methods that are commonly utilized 
by the developers for fund raising. The survey was carried out via structured interviews, 
which provided a summary of the developers’ requirements.  

On the other hand, Capital Connect Consultants Ltd. referred to the investment community 
so as to derive the basic requirements that are being set out by potential investors when it 
comes down to funding RE-desalination projects or companies. In particular, certain groups 
of the investment community were contacted that could form a network of potential 
investors. The main concern here was the identification of the key factors investors pay 
attention to when appraising an investment. By pointing out these issues, developers of RE-
desalination projects can steer their attention to cater for important issues that will affect 
their fundraising process.  
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